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10 January 2016
Baptism of the Lord

Psalm Response
Oh bless the Lord, my soul!

Gospel Acclamation:
Alleluia, Alleluia!
John said: He who is to come is mightier than I; he
will baptise you with the Holy Spirit and with fire
Alleluia!
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Baptisms celebrated on Sundays.
Please contact the Parish Office for details of the
next Baptismal Preparation meeting.
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BAPTISM

| am baptised. What does this statement mean? People who flocked
to the River Jordan to be baptised by John the Baptist could say ‘| am bap-
tised.” This statement simply implied, | have undergone a ritual purification. |
have undergone a ritual cleansing of sin, a baptism of repentance, and, by so
doing, | am resolved to turn away from sin and start on the path of virtue. Bap-
tism comes from a Greek word for having a bath or a good wash. The baptismal
ritual offered by John used water as a symbol of washing off the dirt of past
misconduct. Water is used for washing dirty clothes, dirty dishes and the dirt
stuck to our bodies, so water is used in ritual baptism as a symbol of cleansing
of sin and as a sign of repentance.

‘| am baptised a Christian’ means much more than mere ritual purifi-
cation. John the Baptist himself in the gospel of Luke acknowledges that the
one who comes after him will offer a greater baptism: ‘I baptise you with water,
but someone is coming, someone who is more powerful than | am...He will
baptise you with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Lk 3:16) There never was a time in
the life of the Church when there was no baptism, but it was a different type of
baptism to John's.

Christian baptism still uses water as its central symbol. Water is life-
giving and is essential to human, animal and plant life. We have all experienced
drought and its devastation, and we have also experienced the planet coming
to life after drought-breaking rains. At the same time, however, we have experi-
enced floods and tsunamis and the drowning and death caused by them. So,
water is both a symbol of life and death. St Paul takes up this theme in his letter
to the Romans. ‘We have died to sin; how could we go on living in it? You can-
not have forgotten that all of us, when we were baptised into Christ Jesus, were
baptised into his death. So by our baptism into his death we were buried in with
him, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s glorious power,
we too should begin living a new life. If we have been joined to him in a death
like his, so we shall be by a resurrection like his... (Rom 6:1-6) This dying to sin
and rising to new life which Paul links to the death and resurrection of Christ is
re-enacted symbolically in our Church at the Easter Vigil when the candidate for
baptism walks down into the water, goes through a ritual drowning, and rises
out of the water as a newly baptised Christian.

The doctrine of Christian initiation, of which baptism is the entry point,
is summed up in the “General Introduction’ to the rite in the revised Roman Rit-
ual: Through the sacraments of Christian initiation men and women are freed
from the power of darkness. With Christ they die, are buried and rise again.
They receive the Spirit of adoption which makes them God’s sons and daugh-
ters, and with the entire people of God, they celebrate the memorial of the
Lord’s death and resurrection.

Through baptism men and women are incorporated into Christ. They
are formed into God’s people, and they obtain forgiveness of all their sins. They
are raised from the natural human condition to the dignity of adopted children.
They become a new creation through water and the Holy Spirit. Hence they are
called, and are indeed, the children of God.

On this feast of the Baptism of Christ Jesus, it is vitally important that
we who are baptised into Christ should be made aware of the dignity which has
been bestowed on us by the grace and mercy of God.

Fr Bert Fulbrook sdb




PRAISE AND WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS: from Friday 1
January 2016, the first Friday of the month there will be a Praise
and Worship service at St Anne’s Church from 7pm-8.15pm.
This service will be organized by our OLMC Youth group. Please
support their efforts.

SISTERS OF ST JOSEPH CENTENARY: In 2016 Sunbury
Parish celebrates 100 years of the Sisters of St Joseph living
and working in our Community.

We will celebrate with them next month on Sunday 21 February
2016. Former students of the Sisters in Sunbury are also invited
to work on the planning group.

Anyone wishing to be involved in the planning of this great cele-
bration please contact the Parish Office on 9744 1060.

SUNDAY EVENING MASS IN JANUARY & FEBRU-
ARY : as last year, our Sunday Evening Mass at 5.30pm during
these two months of summer will be celebrated in St Anne’s
Church which has air-conditioning for the health of those taking
part.

CELEBRATE THE BIRTHDAY OF ST MARY MACKIL-
LOP: please come along and celebrate the birthday of St Mary
of the Cross MacKillop at All Saints Church, King William St,
Fitzroy on Friday 15 January 2016. Mass at 11am followed by
light refreshments and the traditional cutting of the cake. Every-
one in welcome as we begin to celebrate 150 years of the Sis-
ters of St Joseph.

HISTORICAL CONTEXT — BAPTISM: John makes clear to
the people that the baptism he performs is with water but the
baptism by Jesus is with the Holy Spirit. John preached a bap-
tism of repentance. In keeping with his Jewish tradition, John
called upon the people to make a public declaration of their
wrong-doing and commitment to be washed clean of this sinful-
ness and desire to live in right relationship with God and others.
The baptism to which he refers is the complete change of heart
and mind that comes through the Holy Spirit and results from a
person accepting the message of Jesus.  ....© Greg Sunter

JESUS’ BAPTISM IS OURS: The heraldic symbol of the USA
is an eagle, a magnificent aerial creature which soars high.

The heraldic symbol of Jesus of Nazareth is not the soaring ea-
gle, but the descending dove, hovering gently over humanity
personified in Jesus in the waters of the Jordan River.

What did it mean for Jesus to experience the special presence of
the Holy Spirit in this way: hovering fluttering gently overhead in
dove-like fashion?

Jesus was a Jew and the Jewish people, in the very first lines of
their scriptures (Genesis) imaged the Creative Spirit, the Divine
Wind, hovering over the void in the prelude to creation.

The experience of Jesus at his baptism would have reminded ‘—“;/j/j\

any Jew of that story. Something wonderfully creative was hap- J

pening. Humanity, the world, is being created afresh in the per- \—-7/ '

son of this Jesus of Nazareth. (cont....) =3
ROSTERS NEXT WEEKEND
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Jews would also remember the story of Noah's Ark, and how the end
of the great flood of destructive waters was signalled by the return to
the Ark of a dove bearing a twig of olive. It has become a symbol of
restoration and peace ever since.

The experience of Jesus is repeated in every baptism. At every Chris-
tian baptism, the Holy Spirit hovers over the baby, the teenager, the
adult graciously descending into the soul, into the innermost depths of
the person as a totally creative Divine Power. Improbably as it seems,
you and | emerged as a new creation!

A new creation with a mission. At our baptisms we were given spiritual
power to effect change in the world. It is the dynamic power of the Holy
Spirit, but it is dove-power. When a person we know, or a situation we
can influence, is threatened with drowning in destructive currents, we
are to bring the twig of olive to that person, to that situation. That is the
mission of the Christian, of the Church.

What was the second experience of Jesus at his baptism?

The Heavenly Father’s affirmation of who He was, and of the Father’s
delight in Him, sounded, reverberated, echoed through every fibre of
his body, every reach of his soul.

‘You are my Beloved Son, my favour rests on you.’

Once again, it is the same in every baptism. Every baby, every teenag-
er, every adult adopted in baptism hears: ‘You are my beloved son, or
you are my beloved daughter. My favour rests on you.’

The Divine affirmation and delight sounds, reverberates, echoes
through every fibre of the body, every reach of the soul.

Is it any wonder that, after such a powerful experience, Jesus com-
manded the same water ritual to incorporate his followers as his adopt-
ed brothers and sisters?

It was from the Risen Lord that the Church received its mandate to:
‘Go, therefore, and make disciples of all the nations; baptise them in
the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

(Notice that we are baptised into the One Name, not names. There is
only one God. We are baptised into the One Triune God.)

For almost two millennia, the Church has been carrying out the com-
mand of our Risen Lord. This Feast Day gives us a particular oppor-
tunity to remember this grace.

But every time we enter a church, we get the opportunity to recall our
baptism. We should dip our right hand in the font of Holy Water, sprin-
kling ourselves liberally (not just a dab) as we cover the whole of the
top of our body with the sign of the Cross, repeating the words heard
at our baptism:

‘In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.’

© Fr Michael Tate
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